Your Family Tree Magazine

August 2008
Issue 67

Marshall

> The famous Marshall family, Earls of
Pembroke, were descended from Gilbert
Mareschall, who was certainly the marshal at
the court of Henry 1. His heirs continued the
surname and the office, becoming ever more
powerful. John the Marshall, who died about
1164, was a warrior who took a prominent role
in the civil war between King Stephen and the
Empress Matilda. His son William (died 1219)
rose to become 1st Earl of Pembroke and
ultimately Regent of England, besides still
actually being the marshal of the royal court. His
heirs continued to be Earls of Pembroke until the
death of Anselm, 5th Earl, in 1245, but oddly the
second-fifth Earls were all brothers. Through his
daughters, however, William was ancestor to a
vast swathe of the later medieval nobility.
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